The Neolithic Revolution



The Agricultural Revolution

* 3000 B.C. to 4000 B.C.

 Shift from hunting and gathering to keeping of animals and growing
food (systematic agriculture);

* Growing food provides a regular food source; the domestication of
animals a reliable source of meat, milk and wool

* Enough food gave humans more control over their lives;
 Sufficient food leads to settles communities



Agriculture Spreads - Gradually

Agriculture Slowly Spreads: What do
you notice about the core areas?
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What is Grown and Where?

e Gradual process

* Southwest Asia — wheat, barley; pigs, goats and sheep; spreads to
southeastern Europe and then central Europe and coastal regions of the
Mediterranean;

 Wheat and barley in the Nile River Valley and then to Sudan and Ethiopia in
Africa;

* Central Africa — root crops called tubers including yams and tree crops such
as bananas;

 Wheat and barley eastward to India
e Southeast Asia — rice to southern China
* MesoAmericans — beans, squash and maize






The Fertile
Crescent

WHERE FARMING BEGAN

The Fartile Crescent was the heartiand of the Neolithic Revolution.

Gobeks Tepe sat on the northern edge of this region that curves along
the boundary between mountain and desert, rich in the wild grasses and
game that became the first domesticated grains and livestock. By 6000

B.C. the transformation from hunter-gatherers to farmers was largely
compiata in this area. As selected sites on tha map show, this shift—
whather driven by religious rituals, environmental changes, or popula-
tion pressures—happened in different places and at different times.
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Neolithic Farming Villages — Jericho by the Dead
Sea See remains of this village below.




Catalhuyuk in what is today Turkey looked
something like this:




